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In November of 1960 the Argentine writer Rodolfo Walsh decoded a cable accidentally 
received by a telex machine in the Havana offices of the news agency Prensa Latina, 
where Walsh worked alongside Gabriel García Márquez. The cable was a communiqué 
from a Guatemalan military base to the CIA in Washington, D.C. about plans for the Bay 
of Pigs invasion. Walsh informed Fidel Castro of the news, and the rest of the story is 
world history. But is it also world literature? This talk examines what led Walsh to 
decode the telex message in Havana, that event's consequences on the category of liter-
ature, and Walsh's subsequent creation of a new global form: the tape recorder novel.


